THE BRETHREN EVANGELffiT. 


Mj Redeemer Lireth, 
Job 19, 25. 

Jesus my Redeemer, i *"*, 
Christ, my trust, it dead no more ; 

In the strength this knowledge gives, 
Shall not all my fears be o'er? 

Calm, tho' death's long night be fraught 

Still with many an anxious thought ? 

Jesus, my Redeemer, lives, 

And this life I soon shall see; 
Bright the hope this promise gives, 

Where He is I too shall be, 
Shall I fear then ? Can the Head 

Rise and leave the member dead ? 

Close to Him my soul is bound, 
In the bonds of hope enclasped ; 

Faith's strong hand this hold has found, 
And the Rock hath firmly grasped, 

Death shall ne'er my soul remove 

From her refuge in thy love. 

I shall see Him with these eyes, 
Him whom I shall surely know ; 

Not another shall I rise, 

With his love his heart shall glow, 

And to everlasting days 

Swell my great Redeemer's praise. 

German by Louisa Henrietta, 1653. 
English by Cat h rink Wi!*kworth,1855. 
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Bringing in the H haves. 

Autumn brings with it many delightful days, 
its much appreciated loveliness and with it the 
farmer many hard days labor, preparing his ground 
for needing. How diligently the farmer toils to 
plow the ground and gets it in the proper condi- 
tion so that it will be fit to recaive the seed that 
he expects to plant in it. After he has taken all 
possible pains in plowing, harrowing and sowing 
he watches all through the long winter months 
with much anxiety, every change in the weather 
to see if it is for good or evil to his growing 
crop. 

When the bright days of Spring hurst in upon 
us in all its magnificent splendor how the farmer 
and every one that is in any way interested in the 
farmer watches his growing crop. If the weather 
be favorable and the cold bleak winter not too 
uevere he is pleased with his crop. After eight or 
nine months of anxiety his crop is ready for har- 
vesting. Now he enters the field a king of the day. 
He is careful that his wheat is cut just so and tbat 
the sheaves are in perfect readiness to be tossed 
in his large capacious barns. 

But supposing he was a very careless farmer 
and did not get his ground in the proper order be- 
fore sowing his grain and after it was sown be 
paid no attention to it whatever. Do you think 
that he would reap a rich harvest? Very likely 
be was not at all careful in selecting his seed, 
among it were seeds of all kind, at the time of 
harvesting would he not reap more grass, tares 
and weeds? 

So it is with us, "each and every one are now 
sowers of seed on the field of life. The bright 
days of youth are the seed time. Every thought 
of your intellect, every emotion of your heart, every 
word of your tongue, every principle you adopt, 
every act you perform is as seed whose good or 
evil fruit will prove bliss or bane of your after life. 
The harvest is the end of the world and all the 
human family are now sowers in the field of life. 

Some sow by the way side and the birds are de- 
vouring the seed as fast as it fall. Some cast their 
seed upon rocky and barren places but fortune 
seems to favor them and straight-way they spring 
up, but the soil is too barren and as soon as the 
sun shines in all his glory and his magnificent 
splendor they wither and die, for they are not 
deeply rooted and therefore cannot stand much sun. 
Others cast their seed among the thorns, in due 
time the seeds sprout, comes forth and for a little 
time, only nas a thrifty appearance for the thorns 
spring up and in a little while we see no signs of 
good seed for the thorns are deeply rooted and 
choke them. Others fell upon good productive 
soil and at the time of reaping the harvesters 
gathered an hundred fold. "He that sows upon 
good ground then he is the one that heareth the 
word and understandeth it." 

Are we sowing by the way-side? Do we hear 
the word of God and understandeth it not? If so 


the evil one will cafcne and snatch away that which 
has been sown in our hearts? 

Are we sowing upon rooky and barren places 7 
Do we receive the word of God with joy and have 
not strength to endure tribulation and persecution 
and straight-way stumble and fall like the grain 
that was sown on the rock? Are we sowing upon 
thorns and thistles? Do we hear the word but do 
the cares of this world and the deceitfulnese of 
riches choke the word ? If so we are like the man 
that sowed his seed in the thorns. 

Or, are we sowing upon good fertile soil ? Are 
we doing all we can to make each other happy ? 
Are we trying and are we living up to God's 
teachings ? If so at the time of reaping we will 
have a glorious harvest Let us scatter seeds of 
kindness and gather up the sunbeams that are 
lying all around us. See the many little children 
that are not in our Sunday School and the poor 
little ones all around us that have not enough to 
eat or even a good suit of clothes to appear any 
place out side their homes. We would not only be 
adding one sheaf to our harvest but would be the 
means of making some little hearts beat with rap- 
ture if we would give them some new clothes and 
something to eat and bring them into our Sunday 
School. It would be the means of elevating them 
morally and religiously so that when they grow up 
to be men and women that they would be an honor 
to the society in which they move. Why do we 
choose the thorns and chaff when roses and wheat 
are all within our grasp? It is strsnge that we 
do not find our sweetest comforts in the blessings 
of today and with a gentle patient band remove 
all the thorns and briers that are in our path-way. 
But it is natural for us to never see tho good we 
might do until it is too late. We never prize the 
music of the birds until they have flown. We 
slight the beautiful flowers and then after their 
season has passed regret that we did prize them 
more. The green fields and groves and blue sky 
never seen half so fair until winters cold and icy 
finger has touched it and left all forlorn. 

We never appreciate the kindness and gentle- 
ness of our friends until they are forever beyond 
our hasty words and insulting actions. Why not 
scatter seeds of kindness, patience, endurance 
and self-sacrificing for our reaping on the day of 
judgment. 


"Oil ! many * »liaft at random Mill. 
' Plod* mark* lUarHiiT little meant f 
A ml man}- a word at random ipoken, 
May mottle or wound the lirarl that'* broken." 

Let us consider for one moment what we 


are 


sowing, selfishness, unkind nets, impatience, cruelty, 
lying, slander and m*ny other seeds that will in 
the end make ■ bountiful harvest indeed. Our 
sheaves will be so large and we will have so many 
of them that we will be bewildered when look- 
ing at, them. They every one belong to 
us and we will have to give an aocount of every 
sheaf. We will be surprised but the great Judge 
will be there and we could not if we would increase 
the sheaf labeled lying by trying to creep out of 
one single thing. 

Let us sow kindness, love for each other, hope, 
praise, temperance and so many more tbat our 
harvest will be s bountiful one indeed and the 
great Judge will say,' "well done good and faithful 
servant." What a glorious ingathering of sheaves 
there will be at a harvest of that kind. Why not 
strive with new zeal to be the reapers of such a 
harvest. Let us do what we can, for "life should 
be full of earnest work, our hearts undashed by 
fortunes frown, let perseverance conquer fate and 
merit seize the victors crown. 

The battle I* not to the elron«, 

Tlia rasa not almya to the fleet. 
And n« wiiu m«Ju to pluck the Han; 

Will loae the Jewel* at hi* feet. 

Ruth IIenkel. 

Read at the Ohio S. B. luveiitlon. 


a* the- reproaches which are sometimes cast upon 
many persons by some false brethren, who do not 
consider the word of God, in the Gospel : M Whoso- 
ever speaketb an idle word shall give an account 
thereof to the Lord in the day of judgment" And 
again : "By thy words thou shalt be justified, and 
by thy words thou shalt be condemned." Let him 
therefore, [if it is possible,] be well educated ; 
[but it be be unlettered, let him at any rate be] 
skillful in the word, and of competent age. Bat if 
in a small parish one advanced in years is not to be 
found, let some younger person, who has a good 
report among his neighbors, and is esteemed by 
them worthy of the office of a bishop, — who has 
himself from his youth with meekness and regu- 
larity, like a much elder person, — after examina- 
tions, and a general good report be ordained in 
peace. For Solomon at twelve years of age was 
king of Israel, and Jotiah at eight years of age 
reigned righteously, and in tike manner Joaab 
governed the people at seven years of age. 
Wherefore, although the person be young, let him 
be meek, gentle, and quiet For the Lord God 
says by Esaias : "Upon whom will I look, but up- 
on him who is humble and quiet, and always 
trembles at my words?" In like manner it ia in 
the Gospel also : "Blessed are the meek : for they 
shall inherit the earth." Let him also be merciful ; 
for again it is said : "Blessed are the merciful : for 
they shall obtain mercy." [Lei him also be a 
peacemaker ; for again it is said : "Blessed are the 
peacemakers; for they shall be called the sons of 
God."] Let him slab be one of a good conscience, 
purified from all evil, and wickedness, and un- 
righteousness ; for it is said again : "Blessed are 
the pure in heart : for they shall see God." 

II. Let him therefore be sober, prudent, decent, 
firm, stabfe, not given to wine ; no striker, but 
gentle ; not a brawler, not covetous ; "not a novice, 
lest being pufied up with pride, be tall into con- 
demnation, and the snare of the devil : for every 
one that exalteth himself shall be abased. 1 ' Such 
an one a bishop ought to be, who has been the 
"bus hand of one wife," who also has herself had no 
other husband, "ruling well his own house," In 
this manner examination be made when he is to 
receive ordination, and to be placed in his bish- 
opric, whether he be grave, faithful, decent ; wheth- 
er he hath a grave and faithful wife, or has form- 
erly had suob a one ; whether he hath educated his 
children piously, and has "brought them up in the 
nurture and admonition of the Lord;" whether hie 
domestics do fear and reverence him, and are all 
obedient to him : for if those who are immediately 
about him for worldly concerns are seditions and 
disobedient, how will others not of his family, when 
they are under his management become obedient 
to him? 

III. Let examination also be made whether he 
be unblameable as to the concerns of this life; for 
it is written : "Search diligently for all the faults 
of him who is to be ordained for the priesthood." 


On Examination of 


Candidates 
Bishop, 


for the Office of 


From the Apostolic Constitutions, Book II. 
But concerning bishops, we have heard from our 
Lord, that a pastor whe is to be ordained a bishop 
tor the churches in every parish, must be unblame- 
able, unre provable, free from all kinds of wicked 
ness common among men, nor under fifty years of 
age ; for such an one is in good part past youthful 
disorders, and the slanders of the heathen, as well 


"Life." 

How we prize the life that now is this mortal 
life, this life of uncertainty, this life tbat is fast 
fleeting away, this life with all its environments, 
with all its limitations, with all its aches and pains 
and disappointments ! How, withal, we love this 
life! How we long to retain it t How we would 
like to invest it with immortality and dwell here 
forever I How loth we are to part with it 1 With 
what reluctance, with what unavailing protests we 
yield to the inevitable. Tet this life to which we 
thus cling is not worthy of mention in comparison 
with the life possible to us and promised to us ! the life 
we have even now, and shall have forevermore, it we 
have Christ — a life unlimited ; a life that has all 
eternity for its fuller expansion ; a life tbat knows 
no aches, no pains, no disappointments, no death. 
Is it not strange that so many may be found who 
have no appreciation of it no deep yearning for it 
— who so little prize it tbat they refuse when It ia 
freely ottered them without money and without 
price. 

D. W. Thomas, 

Homeworth. Ohio. 
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He has much to do who would please every-body. 
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